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Lesson Plan

Name: Teressa Sherk 
Grade/Subject: Three/Math                          
Unit:  Patterns
Topic: Decreasing Number Patterns
   Date: November 16th, 2011
Length of Lesson: 1 hour  

	General Learning Outcomes (P.O.S.)
	• Use patterns to describe the world and to solve problems.


	Specific Leaning Outcomes (P.O.S.)
	• Demonstrate an understanding of decreasing patterns.


	Learning Objectives


	1. Students will review their knowledge of decreasing number patterns.
2. Students will decrease by numbers greater than 2.
3. Students will complete a math test on decreasing number patterns.

	Materials


	• SMART board     • 100 Chart                           

• Math test              


	Procedure
	
	Assessment Methods

	Introduction      (15 min.)
	1. Have students sit on the carpet and give me 5. I will begin by telling them that today we will be reviewing decreasing number patterns and then doing our math test.    (1 min.)
2.  I will open my decreasing number pattern lesson on the SMART board. On the first page of SMART notebook I will ask the students if anyone can count down by threes from 40 to 28. I will ask them to circle the numbers on the 100 chart on the SMART board as they do each question. Then I will ask if anyone can tell me the pattern rule (Starting at 40 decreasing by 3). Then I will ask the students if anyone can count down by fours from 60 to 48. Again I will ask if anyone can tell me the pattern rule (Starting at 60 and decreasing by 4). I will then ask the students if anyone can count down by fives from 65-40 and then ask if anyone can tell me the pattern rule (Starting at 65 and decreasing by 5).  (5 min.)
3. The next page has decreasing number patterns that have already been started for the students. I will ask various students what the pattern rule for the first question is and so on. After asking the pattern rule for one I will ask the students who can complete the pattern for me. When I receive the correct answer I will remove the icon that is sitting on top of the correct answers. I will do this for all three patterns.  (5 min.)
4. On the third page I have developed a short word problem. I will read the problem to the students and then ask if anyone can come up with the pattern rule. I will write the pattern rule on the empty spot next to the question. I will then ask the students how many chocolate bars Kelly will have on the sixth day, fifth day, and so on. I will write the correct numbers as they get them in the white empty squares.          (5 min.)

	• SMART Notebook:
On the SMART Board the students will be asked to:

1. Solve word problems.

2. Create pattern rules.

3. Decrease by 3’s, 4’s, and 5’s.

• Observation: I will observe the expressions and behaviors of the students in order to gauge understanding and listening skills.
• Questioning: I will ask a variety of questions in order to determine understanding and I will be challenging the students with a variety of review questions.

	Body of Lesson   (5 min.)
	Activity #1  Math Test  (45 min.)
1. I will have the students return to their desks and bring out their test boards that hide their answers from other students. I will then distribute the tests and tell them that I will briefly go over the questions before they begin. Once they are seated we will read through each question as a class and I will explain what they are asking. I will ask if they have any questions, tell them that they have 40 minutes to complete their quiz, to write their names at the top and to raise their hands if they have any questions.   (5 min.)               
2. Students will complete their math test as I circulate and answer any questions asked.   (40 min.)
	

	Closure (2 min.)
	1. Students will hand in tests. (2 min.)
	• Tests: Tests will be taken in for grades.

	
	
	



During my math test on decreasing number patterns, Richelle was able to have her first formal observation of my teaching. To be honest it was a little intimidating as she is a math major. However I think it went quite well. Although there are a few things I would change. For one, my questioning was a little weak. At first I would ask the students questions like “who can complete the decreasing number pattern? Can anyone give me the pattern rule? What would be the next number in this decreasing number pattern?” At first when the students would answer the question incorrectly I simply would go to the next student who had their hand up. I caught myself half way through and realized my mistake.  I should have helped guide them to the answer instead of simply moving on. Instead, I began to tell them they were close and to try again, or I would say, that would be very good but we are doing decreasing not increasing number patterns. I think it helped clarify questions and they were able to come to their own conclusions. 


Another thing is I deterred from my original lesson plan a little. I found that some things just worked better once I was actually doing the lesson. For instance, instead of sticking to my starting points and number patterns I had students choose their own starting point on the SMART board. This was beneficial actually as the students ended up picking more difficult starting points than I had initially intended and therefore got a more challenging practice. As this was just review for the students and I was not introducing anything new to them I had a hard time coming up with a lesson at first. However it was nice to have some experience outside of my comfort zone. I am not a math person (there were times I almost had to count in my head a few times to figures some answers out) but as an aspiring elementary school teacher I feel it’s a good idea for me to experience as many subjects as possible.
Lesson Plan

Name: Teressa Sherk
Grade/Subject: Three/Science                   Unit: Rocks and Minerals
Topic: Soil                          Date: Wednesday, November 23rd 2011   Length of Lesson: 2 hours

	General Learning Outcomes (P.O.S.)
	· Demonstrate knowledge of materials that comprise Earth’s crust, and demonstrate skill in classifying these materials.

	Specific Leaning Outcomes (P.O.S.)
	· Recognize and describe the various components within a sample of soil; e.g., clay, sand, pebbles, decaying plants; and describe differences between two different soil samples.

· Describe ways in which rocks break down to become soil, and demonstrate one or more of these ways; e.g., by shaking a group of small, soft rocks in a jar of water; by striking rocks together.

	Learning Objectives


	1. Students will recognize and describe two different samples of soil.

2. Students will describe the way in which soil is created by breaking down rocks.

3. Students will create their own example of soil layers through the creation of edible soil.

	Materials


	· SMART Notebook

· Soil- Decomposing plants, sand, loam

· Plastic jar

· Water

· Bucket

· 10 Zip Lock Bags

· Pudding, cookie crumbs, gummy worms.

· Plastic cups

	Procedure
	
	Assessment Methods

	Introduction 

(25 min.)
	1. To begin my lesson I will tell the students that I’ve been looking for something to plant my new flowers in. I can’t decide what would work best though. Should I plant them in rocks? No. Should I plant them in jello? No. Should I plant them in a bowl of salt? No. Well then what should I plant them in? What would make them grow the best? Soil. If the students say dirt or sand, I will ask them if they can think of another word for dirt until they come up with the word soil. Once they do I will bring up my SMART notebook presentation. We will go over the definition of soil. I will get one student to come up, drag away the icon and read the definition of soil.  So if soil is a mixture of things that are living and non-living what is an example of that? Well let’s think of what we have been learning about in science. Rocks right? Do you think that rocks can be broken down into soil? No? Well let’s see. (3 min.)

2. I will then bring out a plastic jar that is a 2/3 full of dirt rocks; I will say that we are going to see what happens when I add this container of water to the jar. I will pour the water in, seal the lid tight and shake the rocks in the jar. While I shake the jar I will tell the students to predict what is going to happen. Do they think the rocks will stay rocks? Or will something else happen? Once I have shaken It enough so that the rocks have become soil I will show the kids the final result. Are they still rocks? Or have they become soil? I will explain that rocks are one of the non-living materials that break down to become soil. Then I will ask the students if they can think of anything else that can be broken down to make soil. Once I have 4 different responses I will get 3 separate students to come up and drag the icons to read what the main things that soil is made up of. (5 min.)

3. I will then change it to the next slide where we will talk about what soil is good for. I will ask the students who wants to come up and click on a worm. I will pick students that are sitting nice and quietly on their bums. I will tell them that. When they click on the worms it will take them to another page with one of the purposes of soil. I will get the students to read these pages and discuss. (5 min.)

4. Bill Nye Video on Soil (8 minutes)


	Questioning: I will have the students answer questions about soil to assess prior knowledge and predict what we will be learning about.

Worksheets: The students will fill out worksheets where they record their findings after investigating soil samples.

Observation: I will observe student behaviours and responses to activities to assess whether or not they are engaged and understanding.

 

	Body of Lesson 

(42 min.)
	Activity #1 Soil Samples( 17 min.)

1. Next I will have students  move to their tables where there will be two different soil samples on their desk (bag A and B) I will tell them that what I want them to do is have the two people on one side of their tables take bag A and on the other take bag B. I would like them to carefully open the baggie and with one finger feel the soil. On their work sheets I want them to describe in the first box how it feels, what is in the soil, do they think that this soil would be good for growing plants in and why, and what type of soil they think is in their bag. I would then like them to switch bags with the students across from them and do the same thing under the proper title (bag A or bag B). When they are done I would like them to put up their hands and sit quietly. Whoever is sitting quietly I will choose to report their findings. (10 min.)               

2. Once they are done I will ask if someone who had bag A can tell me what the soil in their bag felt like, what they found in their soil, and what kind of soil they predicted it was. Once I have a few predictions I will then tell them the correct type of soil. (5 min.)

3. Once we are finished our discussion I will ask one person from each table to collect the bags and return them to the bucket in the front. I will then ask the rest of the students to join me once again on the floor. (2 min.)

Activity #2 Edible Soil (25 min)

1. Before we go to 3B to do our edible soil lesson we will briefly go over the 5 layers of soil on the SMART notebook. I will uncover the layer names as I go up. (bedrock, parent material, subsoil, top soil, and organic material) I will explain the importance of each. I will tell the students to keep these layers in mind because we are now going to go over to 3B to do an activity where we will create those layers. I will have the students’ line up at the door to 3B in single file. I will tell them that I will only be letting them begin the activity once they are sitting quietly on the floor in 3B. (3 min)

2. Once they are sitting quietly on the floor I will explain that today we will be making “Edible Soil”. Now, I will stress that I do not want them to eat their edible soil until I tell them to. We are going to be using different ingredients in a clear plastic cup to make the different layers of soil. Remember we need to make the bedrock which will just be the bottom of the cup, the parent material (cookie crumbs), the subsoil (vanilla pudding), the topsoil (chocolate pudding) and the organic or litter on top (green and brown sprinkles). (2 min)

3. I will then get the students to line up in single file in front of the first desk. I will explain that I want two scoops of cookie crumbs. I will then follow them along the stations and direct them to how much I want them putting in their cups. I will allow 4 students at a time to put in their ingredients and move along. I will tell them if they eat anything before I tell them they will not get to finish. Once they are done at every station I will get them to gather on the floor and we will go over each layer. Then they can eat! (20 min)


	Behaviours: I will assess how students follow instructions and listen to directions.

Worksheets: Students will fill out worksheets that label the different levels of soil after their edible soil activity. I will mark both work sheets when I take them home.

	Closure (15 min.)
	1. Once the students have finished eating their edible soil I will take them back to 3C and have them fill out a soil layer sheet. If they finish early I will have a soil word search ready for them. (15 min.)


	• Take-Home: I will take home their assignments to mark.



	
	
	


Yesterday we did a lesson in Science about soil. It is the end of their rocks and minerals unit and this was the last concept they needed to cover. Both Jolayne and I had two hours to do this. We collaborated on our lesson which is really nice that we can do in this practicum. It is awesome to have that support. Just like our three TA’s have the support of each other, we were able to work together to make our lessons. Apparently despite us planning and doing some things together, our lessons ended up very different from each other. If I learned anything from my practicum I definitely learned the importance of working with fellow teachers. 


The soil lesson, which took me probably about 12 hours to plan overall, went much better than I had expected it to. The demonstrations and the SMART notebook presentation at the beginning of the lesson really hooked the students into what could be a very dry topic. The kids were really enthused about turning rocks into soil and that went over really great. When we clicked the worms that showed us the different reasons soil is important, they really got excited about using the SMART board, reading the information, and getting the chance to be an “expert” on a topic. When the students got to “investigate” different soil samples they got very excited that I called them my “soil detectives” and were much more willing to do the work sheets.  They quite enjoyed the Bill Nye the Science Guy video and it gave them a good overview of the last unit that they had done and the soil topic they were learning about today.  By far, the biggest hit of the entire lesson was our edible soil, but that was to be expected. The transition from the carpet to 3B went very well. In fact it was the only time the transitions went well that day. I had students meet on the floor, where I then told them that I would pick three of the quietest students to begin putting their bedrock (cookie), parent material (cookie crumbs), subsoil (vanilla pudding), and topsoil (chocolate pudding) into their cups. This was awesome; the kids were so anxious that they were quiet as mice. They also followed instructions not to stir their layers or eat them until I said so or I’d take them away.  Surprisingly, even after eating their pudding they were still engaged in their soil layers work sheets.


The only problems I had were that my transitions were a bit shaky. Between activities the stronger kids finished quickly and were confused as what to do. I would add a carpet activity next time. I also forgot to put the gummy worms in their cups, but that was a quick fix. Overall this was my favourite lesson so far. 

Lesson Plan

Name: Teressa Sherk
Grade/Subject: Three/Social
    Unit: If the World Were a Village

Topic: Quality of Life
Date: November 15th, 2011   
    Length of Lesson:  2 hours 

	General Learning Outcomes (P.O.S.)
	•Students will demonstrate an understanding and appreciation of how geographic, social, cultural and linguistic factors affect quality of life in communities in India, Tunisia, Ukraine and Peru.

	Specific Leaning Outcomes (P.O.S.)
	•examine the social, cultural and linguistic characteristics that affect quality of life in communities in other parts of the world.

•

	Learning Objectives


	1. Students will develop a collage/poster displaying the things that give us a high quality of life.

2. Students will use magazine clippings to develop a collage that illustrates the 6 things that contribute to a high quality of life. (Education, food, family, shelter, recreation, and health care)

3. Students will explain their reasoning behind choosing their specific pictures.

	Materials


	•  Poster Paper        • Pencils                           

•  Magazines           • Scissors



	Procedure
	
	Assessment Methods

	Introduction 

(7 min.)
	1. I will have the students gather on the carpet. In order to get them to settle down, I will ask them to give me five and show me criss-cross apple sauce (get them to sit cross legged on the floor). I will begin by reminding them of how before we brainstormed things that we think makes our lives so good and gives us a good quality of life. I will ask the students to briefly remind me what the six most important things were that contribute to our quality of life. I will help them relist the following; education, food and water, family, shelter, recreation, and health care.  (2 min.)

2. I will open my SMART notebook presentation which includes an activity where I will ask the students to drag pictures that fit into the 6 categories on the chart. There will be pictures of food, doctors, hospitals, schools, books, parents, families, medicine, and all sorts of things that relate to the separate categories that I will then ask randomly selected students to come up and drag under the appropriate category. I will tell them that whoever is sitting quietly and listening closely will get to come up and participate.  (5min.)
	•Observation: I will observe students expressions and behaviours to determine whether or not they are understanding and listening.

• SMART Notebook: I will use the notebook presentation to further assess understanding of concepts presented.

• Questions:

1. Who can tell me one of the six categories we came up with that contribute to our quality of life?

2. Does everyone remember our last lesson about our own quality of life?

	Body of Lesson   (1 hr. 43 min.)
	Activity #1  Quality of Life Posters    (1 hour and 50 min.)

1.  I will explain to the students that today we are going to make a poster that demonstrates the different things that make our quality of life so good. I will tell them that much like what we did on the SMART board I would like them to put pictures that illustrate each category underneath the different headings. I will tell them that they will be given magazines which we want them to use to cut out pictures that fit under each category. I will show them the example poster that is hanging on the board. I will explain that they are to write the headings (Education, Food, Family, Shelter, Recreation, and Health Care) in six separate squares just like the example poster. I will explain that it is important that they use pictures that are specific to our quality of life and will give them examples. Would we use pictures of mud houses? Or would we use pictures that are similar to the houses we live in? Would we choose pictures that show unclean water conditions? Or would we choose pictures of fresh running clean water? (3 min.)               

2.  I will then tell the students that I will have them each come up individually as I call their name off of their poster papers and then walk quietly to their desks. I will tell them where they can locate the magazines, glue, and scissors; I will have them pick them up after they have set their poster papers on their desks. (2 min.)

3. While the students get the rest of the afternoon to work on their posters I will circulate, helping them to find pictures and place them in the appropriate places on their posters. I will suggest that the students cut out all their pictures and place them before they begin to glue them to their posters. I will help students and be sitting close by in case they need anything. (1 hour and 38 min.)
	• Observation: I will observe the students working on their assignments to determine whether or not they are understanding presented concepts.

• Questions:

1. Would we use pictures of mud houses? Or would we use pictures that are similar to the houses we live in?

2. Would we choose pictures that show unclean water conditions? Or would we choose pictures of fresh running clean water?

• Posters: The posters will be assessed and used for grading purposes.

	Closure (10min.)
	1. The students will have 10 minutes to clean up. At 2:45 I will tell them that they have 5 minutes to finish up what they are doing. I will tell them at 2:50 they are to hand what they have done into the front in a designated hand-in spot whether they are finished or not. I will ask that they put all their materials back where they found them (glue, magazines, and scissors). I will tell them that I would like them to clean up all the scrap paper on the desk and floors and put whatever they had in the recycling. Once the room is clean I will ask them to sit on the carpet quietly. I will tell them that if they are quiet we will play a game. (10 min.)
	

	Sponge Activity


	If we have enough time after clean-up I will have the students play eye spy.
	



Initially I was not considering submitting my social lesson for marks however despite the lesson that I wrote it ended up being much better and quite different from what I had planned. This lesson was a continuation of quality of life that we had done the week before. The kids watched “If the World Were a Village” and brainstormed the things that make up quality of life in our country.

 Today we made posters where I had actually written my plan based on what 3C was doing. Little did I know 3B was doing something different. Instead of doing individual posters at each table, they were having one poster for each aspect of quality of life. So we did the SMART notebook component as planned but I had to slightly alter things. I had the students take the National Geographics and cut out pictures they thought would fit under any of the categories. I put the posters on the floor at the front of the room and they would lay their pictures under the suitable heading. 
Every so often I would announce which categories still needed more pictures and the students would begin to find pictures for the ones who needed more. This worked really well. Then once we had enough pictures for every category, I put one category on each group’s tables. I had them look over the pictures, pick ones they though didn’t fit under the category and explain why they thought they did not work. I got answers such as “this water does not look like clean water and therefore would not make our quality of life better”, or “these people do not look like a very happy family”, etc. So we weeded out the pictures that did not work and once we were done I had each group glue the pictures onto the poster categories. Later we talked about the posters and what contributed to quality of life on each.
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